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versity v. Bryer case in 1812.1 The printer-booksellers had
petitioned Parliament on 16 December 1812 for some redress
against the above decision, complaining that they could not
afford to give away eleven best edition copies of costly subscrip-
tion works and works with expensive plates. So James Couper,
the Vice-Rector of Glasgow University, issued a counter-
petition in the form of a Memorial, dated 12 January 1813,
summarizing the views of the library authorities on-the equity of
the copyright privilege, and stressing the importance of receiving
copies of expensively illustrated works gratis from the publishers.
The memorialist frankly put the case thus:
"The University of Glasgow is not anxious to conceal its earnest ex-
pectation, that henceforth the operation of the law will be effectual and
permanent, in those instances especially respecting which the petition-
ers appear most averse to its operation; in the instances, namely, of
splendid editions of great and expensive works. These costly publica-
tions are precisely those which the universities can least afford to pur-
chase, but of which, at the same time, they stand in the greatest need.
The possession of these magnificent productions of the British press,
in which the refinements of elegant art have been so happily employed
to adorn the noblest efforts of taste and genius, could scarcely fail to
give to a University, in the eyes of students and of the public, that
dignity and respectability so essential to its real usefulness. But besides
this consideration, which is of no trifling magnitude, it is also to be
remembered, that various departments of liberal education cannot be
successfully conducted without a very ample supply of books which
necessarily demand the aid of accurate drawing and of correct engrav-
ing; not for mere decoration, but for the more important purpose of
illustrating the subjects of which they treat. It is sufficient to mention
architecture, antiquities, geography, anatomy, physiology, zoology,
botany, in short almost all the branches of physical science. Such are
the books which, because otherwise they would be unattainable, the
University of Glasgow is most solicitous to obtain."2
The evidence submitted to the Royal Commission on the Uni-
versities and Colleges of Scotland, 1826 to 1830, provided almost
overwhelming testimony of the ineffectiveness of the copyright
privilege in Scotland. Here is some of the evidence.
On 10 October 1826 Professor Leslie of Edinburgh University
stated that:
1  16 East. p. 317. See ante, p. 49.
2  The only known copy of this Memorial is in the British Museum. It Is
numbered 8366 bb 58.